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To 45 1 das es Read to this 45 
1 ditöry at any other Seaſon, T ſhould 
have thought an Apology a very imper- 
— tinent Prefacè to my Srmon. But tho, 
diet thi paſt courſe of my Miniſtry, I have 1 
pily liv'd in unenvied, unmoleſted Obſcurity, not 

without ſuch a meaſure of Reſpect as I freely own 
fuperior to my Merit ; yer 1 hare, for fome late 
Months, been ſo us'd to entation and 
downright Calumny, that yon muſt pardon me, if 
Tam not without Jealouſy; leſt ome ſabu d ima- 


gine I had made choice of this Tir with 4 Deſign 


to embelliſi the Character of Perſons; whoſe Ns ; 
tions they may think agreeable to my own ; Ad 
throw: a Odium upon others as thrworthy, tho no- 


thing be fartlier from my Intention. To prevent 


ſuch a Treatment; as fat a8 poſſible, I declare 
With all Seriouſtiels and Sclemnity, 


Lean lay my 
Hand upon 2 peaceful Breaſt, and ſay, I have 
been no way eoncetn'd in taiſing thoſe fierce Cons 


, *.> cmd VE. Which have of late =o Diver- . 
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avoid all intricate Reaſening ad prep —— _ 


865 60 4 r us our e Libetty, ah 
ereated Pain to the very Heart of every 5 
lic{pirited Chriſtian. Whatever Character MA. 
apptehenfion or Art may have given me, I Am as 
far from being an Arian, as I can be, without be- 
ing a direct Tritheift, or Sabellian : and if I thought 
any Notions" ſpteading in the World were more 
dangerous, than the laſt mention'd, I would not, 
for any thing, have done ſo much 10 give them a 
Paſsport, as ſome warm Gentlemen have done, who 
ſeem ſo much to ſuſpect thein Cauſe, 10 AE 
Management, as to call in the aſſiſtanc of Aus 
thority to ſuppreſs them; which I. take to be an 
effectual Slur upon any good Cauſe, and a e 
Complement upon afhad one, than I 1 be win 
. in R Prudence, to Soy: it. 
4.8 Hot A. 2114 4 
7 1 deſign from this Foxt, Fl to >: bole 
Chriſtians on both ſides, amidſt our eager Diſputes, 
ro know from plain Scripture Characters, whether, 
they are Worthy, ſince they cannot hope to be In 
fallible in their Searches after Truth. The Inquiry 
is of ſuch Importance, that one would think all 
Lovers of Truth, and the Peace of their o.]. 


my 


Minds, ſhould be glad of help from any one, who, 


would bring tolerable. Security that He will not. 
miſlead them. For the Sincerity of my Intention 
to inform vou right, I can anſwer; but the belt 


Security I can LE that 1 will not miſlead: you, 


thro” involun tary Miltake, is, that I will purpoſely 


"TO % os 
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we have an Account of a Commiſion our bleſſed 
Tord gave the Twelve, to go forth and proclaim, 
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and form my Inquiry ne om Sip Rove: 


by 6 ver! & * 1 


In the Chapter from whence my Txt is talen, 


q: 


with the Atteſtation of Miracles, the near ap- 


proaches of the Kingdom of God; which was 


about to be ſet up under the immediate Admini- 


ſtration of the Meſſiah, who was the Lord from Hea- 


den, 1 Cor. 15. 47: By their firſt Commiſſion they 
were reſtrained; as to the Exerciſe of their Miniſ- 
try, and ſent to the Fews, excluſive of the Gentiles, 
and- Samaritans © but after our Saviour's Reſurrec- 


tion their Commiſſion was inla rg d, and they were 
authoriz d by him to go, and teach all: Nations, bap- 


tix ing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 


pes the hh Ghoſt, Mut. 28. 18, 5 


k . Ac 10 * 


„Tur Words of my * may: 3 be lüp 


pos d a ſtanding Directory to them, in the Execu- 


tion of both theſe Commiſſions. To facilitate 


. their Miniſtry, and give the greater Diſpatch to 
their Progreſs from one Place to another, in pub 


licking the Goſpel, they have Orders, at their firſt 
entrance into any Place, to inquire whether there 


appear d to be in it a competent Number of Per- 


fans worthy of their Labours, by being prepar d to 


_  xeceive the Goſpel, if it came atteſted with ſuffi- 


cient Evidence; and àccordingly to deport winged 


faves, WA 
2; "vi We 


* 


"107 


-Y423.53 unt ane mo T iat VII 4 " has 565 bes 


Wnuar I propoſe, by GOD 8 Alitancoy ve 
conſider from the Text is 


az! ei ir Im 2302197 exon} rh 5 US. 


res were--the: Perſons. we Fong the Apoſtles 
were to eſteem, and treat as Borthy, int tha 


— of the Goſpel. 1 
e: 1 By: what Means, and for what: Ends' they; 


were e a ae s Perſons. 


— A en. N N 22 10 04183 
III. Ho fab we: * 2& * 3 fame. Rule in 


Judging our Hiorthineſs, i in out nene, | 


into reveal'd Truths. 
IV. VIS DIC Ar E the Arcount I ſhall * 


the Notion of Geſpel Wurchineſge.. 00s 
V. Manat ee e 


Aeducible from whar 1 dme d. 
21 81 r > wy" U W. L, * 0 


I. I am to conſider whs were the Pe 


Apoſſles were; toveſteem, and treat as wary, in che 
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>: Aem\hete-bthink it proper e i 


Remark - Thar Words of a very high Sound loſe much 
of their legal Sighificancy, hen they) come to be 
explaim d: in a Goſpel Senſe, By Murthineſ: Therefore, 


ve are not to underſtand any merieoriond Qualificagianes 
which gave Men al praper! Claim to the Privilege? 


ol Wenn ther the 2 


would. ehen hve. been calld the Grace, F. Gody 
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_ fo overrun with, Prejudices ; $ 
= put cheir Fore-father's, and their own Aber 


tr : * W 
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* 11. Hut by it we -are-<ovidentty to under · 


and, in che general, only a reachable Diſpoſirion, 
Ada Preparedneſs of Mind tu receive Inſtruction, 
without being blinded by fond Prejud ioes, or biaſ- 
ed'by: worldly Motives, in Inquiries imo the 
Trath and Goodneſs of that new :Revelation of 


the Wil of God, which was to be given to the 
World ann D e gear Proms 


91390" 201425 10 514. ' 


Nn. Tus Apolites were to 1 e 4 
as worthy, who were diſpoſed to receive, or reject 


their Revelation, according to the Credentials they 


brought of their coming from GOD. Neither 
Chriſt nor his Apoſtles claim d ſuch an implieit 
Faith in their Dictates, that the People ſhould 
receive their Meſſage without 2 Divine Teitimor 
ny but con appeal'd to Miracles, and the 
ſtanding Revelation, as ſufficient, Motives to gaib | 
rational Aſſent; and were willing their Report | 
wood ſtand or fall: by: the Evidence which attendy 


ed it. John x9. 3, 38. HI lle not the Works of my 


Rather, believe me wt ; but if I do, tho ye. believe-not 


a, believe the Monti. The Chriſt ian Religion, A 


irs firſt Publication, was to try. its Fate among Fett 
dong. of various and quite contrary Piſpoſitions, 


Which denominated them worthy or leb. Some, 


ers 
dro the Ar 


and indeed the Generality 8 the Jews 
þirrary Decrees of the Site e who 


25 Cl into all ae of ee 


that . 


Bree 
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the Evidence. It is u Pon Record to the en 
ig Honour!of the! Beem, and the Perpetual Inn. "Mb 


(#1 


that they wete'- Proof againſt the Qunyietion? a} 
Miracles, and deaf to the. plaineſt- Scriptures 
which would eafily; have forced their A ſſent to 
Chriſtianity, had they ſuffer d the Scriptures to be 
their on Interpreters, and nt hlindly / reſigud 
their Underſtandings to thoſe- unactountably od 
Interpretations, which were commonly | receiv'd. 
among them as genuine and authentic. To at- 
tempt the Conviction of Perſons of this perverſe 
Complexion, was, in effect, to ſpend Ammunition 
npon Rocks; ſince they would ſtop their Ears 
againſt a Demonſtration, rather than it ſhould pe- 


netrate their Underſtandings, and convince them 
of what they had no Mind to believe, At. . 51. 


The Apoſtles met with ſome of this baſe:Diſpoſts. 
tion among the Gentiles too, who drown'd the 
Voice of Reaſon with that popular Cry,: Great it 
Diana of the Epheſians,, Act, 19. 34. However, 
chere were ſome honeſt Souls diſpers d among che 
unthinking Crowd, and the furious Zealots, wn 
durſt not reje& the Miah, or his Doctrine, with 


dur a fair Heating, fince both brought ſuch lan 


Fretenſions of coming from G OD Here and 


there ſtood an honeſt Nathaniel, an Jſraclite- indeed, 
who was, at leaſt, willing to rome aud ſee, whether 7 

any good thing could come out of Nazareth. Some 4 
4 all Sorts not only made Pilates Inquiry, What bet 
1s -Truth ? but had Paticnee enough to ſtay for an : 
Anſwer, and Sincerity enough to ge condulled by || 


111.1 


x wy. 
21 


. 


8; "to. 


-- # "hoſe at 7 heſſalonict, and all Perfors of the 
e Temper, A 17. 11, 12. Theſe were Hove no- 
b# than thoſe e Tbeſſalonica, in that they received 
* the Ward with all readingſs of Mind; and ſearchtd the 
Seriptures' daily, whether theſe Things -were ſo : theres 
fore many of them believed, Some were prepared 
far the Reception of the Goſpel by thoſe Mea- 
ſures of Knowledge, Faith, and Goodneſs they 
had receiv'd under a former Diſpenſation; others 
only by an inquiſitive Genius, 2 teachable Diſpo- 
firion, and natural Sincerity, diſpoſing them to 
embtace or reject it according to Evidence: but 
both of them were worthy according to the true 
Import of this Head, or elſe our Saviour had never 
faid to the chief Prieſts and Elders, who were in- 
flexible thro? Prejudice, Matt. 21. 31: The Publicaus 
ad EPs imo the Og Ges "= 

{; 18 2.2 44 

"Tat this 1 a . of the Wirthineſl 5 
en at in my Text, we may learn from the 
Account given of thoſe | of a contrary Temper; 
Verſe 13, 14 whd are reckon d a] or I, as indiſ- 
pos d to receive the Apoſtles, ot ſo much as give 
their Mefage à fair Hearing, before they rejected 
it. Againſt ſuch they wete to ſhake F the Dit 
their Fur, becauſe they would not receive, nor 
hear them, Murk G11. This Account may be furs 
+ther.confirm's from Add 13. 46. where they 'who = 
away the. Pld of the Lor from them, are ſaid bo 


hn 1 G 3 5070 1 
| 2; Tart 


> — = - — Þ 
—— U DO ꝓ x U CO GI OL A AAA 
. — — —— — — 
—ä——ä——.ʒ —U—ä—ñ̈6ẽ — — — — — 
* 


* 
* 


PISS —_ --- 


— — — 1 


3 1 


—— — — —2— —ñĩ— — 
* 


— 


CC 


22 ͤ —— —— { { xXx — 


—e2 — — 


— ² ᷑—— 


— 


V ts Pan wt Sr RS won „ 


—̃ * 
— — r KR 
N — — — — — 
: _ = : « 


» 
- "> 


—— 66 — — —  - — 
— 
* 


tl, 


doo 


2, Tarr OY were irony: u 67 TY + 
Saviour, who, after Conviction, were above: bes: + | 
ing bias'd by. any Temporal Motive to deſert his 
Cauſe. When the Chriſtian Religion made its firſt 
Appearance in the World, it had the Misfortune to 
be not only every where ſpoken againſt, Afts 28. 22. 
but almoſt every where perſecuted too; Chriſt eaſi- 
ly foreſaw, ſuch an unpopular Religion would gain 
few perſevering Proſelytes among thoſe, whoſe Res. 
gards to him were eſtabliſh'd- upon no better Prin- 
ciples, than ſuch as would truckle to Conſidera- 
tions drawn from Intereſt, Reputation, or the Will 
of imperious Mortals ; who, from the Time the 
met with any Proſpects of Difficulty, -or were put 
under any Diſcouragements; - would go back, and 
walk no more with him. Our Lord did not ſo much 


regard the Number, as the Quality of his Diſei- 


ples; and was therefore very open in letting Men 
know before-hand what they muſt expect, if they 
would be Votaries of his Religion; well knows - 
ing, that ſuch as enter d themſolves Chtiſtians ig 

norantly, or upon ſurprize,' would aſterwards o 

diſgrace his Cauſe by a cowardly-Retreat, | This 
very Account he gives of the: Meaſure of Wort. 
neſs expected in his Diſciples, Matt. 10 37, 38. He 
that loverh Father or Mother more than mne, is not worthy 
of: mer And He that loueth Sou or Daugiuen more than 
me, is not worthy of mne. And He ibu tab nor bis 
Croſs, and followeth' after. me, is..ubt.\woithy f meg 
er was capable of bring ages a 
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% 44 bas. . b 
| 4 *s Religion by worldly Terrors, wheedled by In- 
fſuations of Gain or Applauſe, or  banter'd by 
"EY the Scoffs of an Infidel Age, Chriſt very well knew 
L was an Apoſtate in Heart, while a forward Chriſ- 
tian in Profeſſton. The Meaning of that foremen- 
tion'd Text, and many others of a like Nature, is, 
that hoe ver would be influene'd by the Solicita- 
tions of Friends, the Threats of Enemies, a Re- 
gard to humane Authority, or any temporal Conſi- 
derations, to deſert his Intereſt, and was not pre- 
pard, in habitual and prevailing Reſolution, to 
digeſt all the Infamy, ſuffer all the Loſs, and other 
temporal Inconveniences; which his Adherence to 
Chriſt might expoſe him to, was not worthy hy: 
; reer en r wo % bn = 


© Wo 6 ©: 


* 
=. 


. I Am'to Thaw! by what Ales: andfor . 
Ends the Apoſtles are directed to A much =o fer- 
ay 294g 2 2 | 


ao they bad Gs Gift of Aicerning Spirits; 
yet it could not be our Lord's Intention to autho- 
rite them, in ordinary Caſes, to pump for the 
Secrets of Men's Hearts, that they might with 
the better Grace condemn and abandon them as 
obſtinate in their Infidelity. They were only to 
make the beſt Remark they could by humane Ob- 
ſervation; who appear d beſt-diſpos” d to embrace 
and adhere to the Truth, that chey might not 
Work upon unapt Materials, n in vain, 
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Mees ic with my 1 Tow wont hs Apaliy, 
Succeſlors, who are far inferior to them, in ſetting 
up Courts of Jnguifition, as. in Nu and Spain: * 
making uſe of any leſs Terrors, tg ſcrew fro 
Men a Declaration of the Sentiments of their 
Minds, that they may have Matter of Reproach. 
and Accuſation againſt them out f their own. 
Mouths; or elſe, as effectually undermine their 
Reputation, by pro pagating a groundle is Suſpicion, 
that their ſtiff Silence proceeded from their being 
- conſcious of the Badneſs of their Principles; when,, 
Perhaps, their Obſtinacy was Rational and Relir 
gious too, in as much a8 they durſt do, or ſuffer any 
thing rather than diſcountehance thoſe free ſpiritual = 
Inquiries, which have, in moſt Ages ſince the Re: 
formation, recover'd one Truth pr other frem 
under the Rubbiſh, of inyeterate and faſhionable: 

Prejudices ; 3 Or contribute to the Growth of Keghe> 
fraſtical Tyramy, which has been the Cauſe of all 
ſextled -Eror;. and whoſe Pretenſions hayd, "of 
late, been ſo well, examin'd, thats I truſt, is wilhe 
in due time, be generally diſclaim'd, as anilegitr 
timate Impoſtyre, which has long nſurp'd upon the 
Royalty, of Fe/as, and ame 6 rere 
born Subjess. F tb RCH 


A 


: +; 7 * 
Qiu id blues N itt: 155 Ant 


Tus Apoſtles, and their eee, 
to inquire intp Perſans Hiorehiteſs,/ in order. dd Pran 
geg judicially againſt an Mh feje tand thew-2nd. 
their pr to ng, them Lak whea: 1. 
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; Thos they could, to che aue Arth, as al, 
pt Heretics convif} ; nor to call for Fire from Heaven 
- to. conſume them; which. Chriſt, rebukes in his 

own Diſciples, ſaying, 7e huge net what * 1 
„ MY, 


granary, >: of, Luke 


Ir was, without Abe as far fro Chris 
Intention, that the Succeſſors of his Apoſtles 
ould propagate his Religion, or any Part of it, 
by procuring. the Civil Magiſtrate to annex Places 
of Honour and Profit to one Set of Opinions: ; dut 
Fines and Impriſonment; or, at leaſt, negative 
Diſcauragements to Sentiments happily, or unhappi- 
Tr different from the Eſtabliſhment. Truth and 
ror are the ſame in all Places, not can any legal 
. vary their Nature, or vacate a Chrif-' 
's Obligations to embrace the ane, and reject 
other, as far as he can diſcern i it. To ſuggeſt 
the contrary, is to plead for a State Religion indeed, 
and tell the People they need not ſearch their Bible, 
but 4 Satute Boat, in the choice, of Opinions. 
Chriſt well 2. that temporal Motives on either 
Side are. far enough, from being the proper 
Grounds of 2. rational, or religious Perſuaſion; and, 
therefore diſclaims them in his Religion, as ten- 
ding. to. advance. Hypocriſy, nor Truth, Jaln 18. 
26. My Kinggom Kingdom it wt of this Mrd. Chriſt was $0 
— of ae Reaſonablen 
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gnd.;Goodne6 of his 
Inſitution; that, be diſtruſted pat in the leaſt, that 
Roy Truth, woul woaly becahl6to Pantend with armed, 
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can't therefore chuſe but ſaſpedt that fuch Opt * 
nions and Uſages in the Church, as can't be fup- © 


ported by Scripture and Argument, but are fote d 
to flee to Authority for Protection, are mere Inno- 
vations, which may ſooner be found in Eccleſtaſticat 
Canons than in the Bible. 


#F * 
* 


Ax p that the Apoſtles were to enquire into 
Perſons Worthineſs, not to impoſe their Creed, tho” 
infallibly true, or perſecute ſuch as rejected it, we 
may learn from my Context, v. 13, 14. where all the 
Reſentment they were to ſhew againſt thoſe who. 
rejected them, and their Miniſtry , , was to leave. 
them to their Infidelity, and to Habe * the 2 5 
their Feet a as a Teſtimony againſt them. = 
II. I Au to ſhew how far we may ad P the 
ſame Ruler in judging concerning our ITY 
our Inquiries into revealed Truths. | 


TY Grant, there is this very material 1 Dit 
rence between the Apoſtles Caſe and ours: Their 
Doctrine came by Inſpiration of God, and they 
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were inabled to confirm it by Miracles; ſo that 


they might well judge of the J/orthineſt of their 


and 


Article of it; That Chriſt was" the Sm of God} and 


the Saviour if the World: © This they might learn 


Cbeilt kimſelf Ec 8 K if ages 
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Hearers by their Reception” of the Revelation it- 
ſelf, and particularly of the grund fundamental 
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— 5 Ts 1 an ; He, ye ſhall die in your Sins. I think, 


2 the fame Rule, without any Limitation, may be 
3 Applied to any in our Age, © who ſhall reje& Chriſt 
7. and his Revelation; after ſufficient Means of Con- 
 N  viction: becauſe ſuch a Meaſure of Sincerity, as 
7 would have paſs d for Worthineſs in our Saviour 3 


Time, would, I am perſuaded, determine any 
3 rational and honeſt Man in favour of his Religion 
0 at preſent, upon due Examination. But then, as 
1 for thoſe Points which are held in diſpute among 


e wiſe, and ſober- minded Proteſtumr, who, in gene- 
e ral, hold all that Faith which conſtituted the firſt 
0 Chriſtians, or was in the Cyeeds for near four 
e Hundred Tears, I can t imagine a good Go wilt 
of judge us ſo: much according to the Notions we 


form concerning them, as the Sincerity we have 
uſed in our Inquiries about them, A moſt worthy 


Biſhop, who may, I think, paſs for the beſt Ma- 
in nager in Controverſy, has provd, that a Man 
an muſt needs be juſtified in the beſt Choice he can 
15 make for himſelf; and has, I doubt not, capti- 
e- vated moſt who have a Capacity, Leiſure, and In- 
ir clination to purſue clofe Reaſoning. It ſeems Pe- 
ey monſtration to me, that a Man muſt needs be juſti⸗ 
at fied in the beſt Choice he can make; for elſe, he 
eir mult be juſtified in a worſe, or can be juſtified It 
it- none at all. And whether 'a Man has made tlie 
tal beſt he could, muſt, I think, unleſs we had ſone 
mad inſpired Perſons amongſt us t © Who is 
rn Heretic, that is, condemned ef Tit. 3. 11 


bs refer'd to the final er? Chriſt 
SP who 
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who ſearcheth the. Heartsy, Rev: 3. ag 
Province of any. falliþle, - uninſpir d Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, to reveal. new Doctrines, or pre- 
ſcribe new Laws to the Conſciences of. Men; but 
only to require them to receive the old ones, as 
obliging their Conſciences, by the mere Authority 
of Jeſus, as far as they can be help d, to diſerm 
them in their Bibles... And, in this reſpect, the 
Meaſure of H/orthiueſs is the ſame; I mean Since: 
rity; and a cloſe immediate Regard to Chriſt's 


Revelation, in order to form our Faith and Man- / 


ners by it, is the Point on which our Worthineſy 
turns... A Perſon, holding the Foundation, who is 


| humble, ſincere, d iligent, unbias'd, and does his beſt 


to inquire, into Truth from Scripture, ho pray 
earneſtly for the Afliſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, af 


holds no Truth in. Unrighteouſneſs, can hold ng . 
Error criminally, much leſs which, is damning 1 


becauſe Sincerity, and not Infallibility, is made 


the, Condition, of the new Covenant, Phil, 1. 19% 


This ſeems to be the Import of x Cor: 3. 1154 


1 other Foundation can no Max lay, than that which + 
101 upon this ; Fondation, Gold, Situer, precious Stones, 


Mood, Hay, Stubhle ;, every Man's Mort Gal be 


23. Tü 8 . 0 


manifeſt, for the Day ſhall deere it ;_ evinſe it hall | 


Work, of nuhar ſort. i . F an Mars Wark abide 

which He bath built, thereupon, He ſhall. recaive;a Reward; © 
Tf any Man's Wick, a bs lot, He hal fe Laſa 
e e —— 
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Fan Fire. - 1 will not pretend to ſay, a Man 
may be worthy. in the Choice : of- à falfe Reli- 
gion, and umworthy in the Choice of a true, ac- 
cording as he was directed by Education, In- 
teteſt or Humour; or elſe by Conſcience ant 
fair Enquiry; becauſe I am perſuaded Sincerity 
would, in the uſe of proper Helps, always guide 
a Man to the Choice of the true Religion. But 
as, to particular Opinions, and Differences 
among Proteſtants, who make the beſt Inquiries' 
they can, L will venture to ſay, without Subnriffion,. 
a, Man is not to be denominated worthy, ſo 
mach by his being in the one right Way, which 
he may happily be led to by Education, or 
woridiy Motives, as by his having form'd the 
beſt Choice he could according to Scripture, 
and adhering to it with inflexible Integrity, 
more from regard to Chriſt, and an inviſible 
Word; than any lower Conſiderations, which can 
never render any Profeſſion or Practice Religious. 
Lam aſſur d a good God has not connected my 
Salvation wich a dextrous way of thinking, un- 
leſs he; has given me ſuch. a Faculty, but. with. 
my Sincerity- in the beſt uſe of the Faculties and, 
Means I hage : and therefore 1 would rather be 
found under any Miſtake imaginable, which has; 
obtains among fair Proteſtant Inquiries, tha 
guilty of their irrational Obſtinacy and . 
ian, Fury, Who blindly condemn what, for ought 1 5 
| thang knew, ee Truth, ſince they never: | 
— ˙ ·ꝛm ·mZAA Nn 
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niſters, or each other, as wworthy, becauſe they 


mon Revelation, that tis impoſſible à Lover of 
Truth and Goodneſs ſhould fall into them. This, 
were it not a Contradiction in Terms, fallible 
Men ſhould be abſolutely certain of, before they 
venture to fit in Judgment upon each | others" 
Title to Chriſtianity; and Hopes. ef Salvation; 
| fince we are all the Servants of another Maſter; 


nal State by the Sentence of any Man, or Body 
of Men whatever. Till: theſe Prineiples are 
ſolidly confuted by ſcriptural Ruidence, a Chriſ- 
tian may paſs for worthy, whether he be led dy 


terian, inian ; to be Epiſcopal, Pro 


Indepen 


knowingly take his Model of | Religion from 


mere humane bv ie 'Coinp \ bur Kotiv 
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eon theſe, 14 4 which; © think, hae 

Rational and Scriptural Evidence .enoughy it fol: 
lows,'That Miniſters are not to cotidemn their 
People, or one another, nor People their Mi- 


thwart them in their Speculations, unleſs their 
Noyons are ſo Evidently: repugnant to our com- 


and cannot be in the leaſt affected as to our eter- 


fair Inqqixy into Scripture to be a Calvinift, Rabe 


Ver Amipedibaprj: Whneves le Wiyt 
who is ſtudious above all things to know; and u 
che whole Mind and Will of Chriſt; does nôt 


5 190 - 
Adu er Applauſe are annexed, dilated; was | 
the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, - and firmly ad- 


heres to that in Profeſſion and Practice, may 
very well paſs fot: a worthy Perſa and whoever 
does, God will not, becauſe Conſcience cannot, 
I dont ſay, does not, condemn him. If ſuch a 
one diſcovers the Spirit and Life of a Chriftian, 
we ſhould charitably conclude he has as much of 
the. Chriſtian! Faith as is neceſſary to his Salva» 
tion, even tho' we think we find ſomething 
more, or contrary to his declared Sentiments in 


Scripture, Dr: Hammond informs us from 
Phatizs and Evagrins, that Haefs was advanced 
to the Dignity of a Biſhop in the Chriſtian 
Church, before he could aſſent to the commonly 
' receiv'd 22 Fncramng: we af aaa of 
"8 . whe e whole Lthink — yy _ 

————ů— who has Sincerity enough 
ta have diſpos d him to embrace Chriſi it y, had, 
he'liv'd in the Age of the Apoſilesg' and can 
nour be ſaid tc disbelieve nothing reveal'd in the 
Seriptures, but thro a mere Inability rightly to 
apprebend he Meaning of the (Holy - Ghoſt, 
after unprejudic'd. Inquiry, and earneſt Prayer, 


In thott; 4 worthy Perfer' is one whoſe religious 


Perfuaſions, © Profeſſions, and Practices, depend 
r r 6h 
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ma e ieee, Chap. 2. Sea. 9 
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Silling 18, all Things to be concluded by Diele 


willing in all things to live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
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Had Mankind been ſubjected to the diſcretio- 
nary Authority of Civil Magiſtrates, or Church 


reconeil d with the Scriprares; they ſhew'd them- 
ſelves Fr once fall UG and wicked, by decermin; a 
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Authority; draws all his Motives from à ſuture 
World, and not temporal Conſiderations: is 


and peaceably with his fellow Chriſtians; and 
adheres to What he apprehends the Cauſe of 
God with a rational and Chriſtian Obſtinacy, 
againſt all Temptations of Flattery or Terror to 
the contrary ; like one who oft * enk 2 
coumed the "Cop; Luke xiv. 48. 1 
HSU DI Ik *11067 10 Ft08 
IV. 1 Au to PP TORE the Adee I have 
given of the Notion * * . Ad 
nos th . I} | ; 3 Ol +> 
E 114103 a w 50 10 
I. Tais r muſt be — obe 
without ſuch a Diſpoſition, the Chriſtian Relit 
gion could never have obtain'd in the World, 


a as. VR” 


n 


Guides in Matters of Religion; Chriſtianity 
could never have been embracid without draw 


ing the Guilt of downright Rebellion upon the 
Ptofefſors of it. The Fews/b Sanhedrim met very | 
often for the Determination of cſie main Controy 
verſy of that Age, Whether Jeſus: Here the prox - 
miſed Meſſiah or not. But becauſe they could no 
reconcile his Pretenſions with their received Tra- 

ditions, - though they might. caſily: have been 
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\ing againſt him. NEW argued; bi Wld north 


of God, becauſe he kept nor the Sabathdny, Joh. ix. 


26. when the Truth was, he did not keep it ac- 
cording to their corrupt Gloſſes. After Chriſt's 
Death a vaſt Body of them pronounced him a 
Deceiver, Matth. xxvii. 63. And after his Re- 


ſurrection, they command the Apoſtles not 10 teach 


in the Name of | Jeſus, Acts iv. 18. Nay, even 
the Heathens had ſo ſtiff an Eſtabliſhment 
among them, that when the Apoſtles preached 
the Goſpel at Philippi, they were accuſed to the 
Rulers for an Innovation. Act xvi. 20, 21. Theſe 
Men do excerdingly trouble our City, and teach Cuſc 
toms which are not lawful for us to receive, nor obſerve, 
being Romans. Now if the Council at Jeraſalem 
had Authority to declare the Senſe of Scripture, 
ſo as to bind the Conſciences of the People, the 


Primitive Converts were condemnable for em- 


bracing  Clitiftianity, merely upon a Judgment 


of private Diſcretion, againſt the Decrees of their 


Church's Guides, and long receiv'd Traditions, 
which were thought by ſome of Force enough to 


overrule the moſt plain Senſe of numerous Scrip- 
tures. Had not the Church's Authority, to ob- 


lige Perſons to receive their Determinations 


without Examination, been a mere ſham Pre- 


tence, it would have been an unanſwerable Pre- 


judice againſt receiving Chriſtianity ; ſince the 
People were ſure to be condemned which way 


. 


ove 322 ne ; Eh Chriſt's © Yen, if they. 
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betiev'd not in 8 and by theirs if they did, 


But we find our. Saviour allows the meaneſt: of 
the People to al from the Judgment of 1 


Saubedrim to the Scriptures, and to ſet up 


Judges for themſelves; if they would be — 4 


Pains to enquire, though they: ſhould happen to 
contradict the Sentiments of their Superiors, wha 


arrogantly enough claim'd a Right to interpret ab- 
ſolutely for them. Jiu v. 39. Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye thint he have eternal Life; and they arg 
they which teſtify of me- This Direction will bear 


out any Diſciple of Chriſt, who is an impartial 


Inquirer after Truth, in prefering. plain Texts 
of Scripture to the Decrees of all the uninſpir d 


Writers which have been, or are upon the Earth. 


And, indeed, they cannot approve - themſelyes 
worthy, if they do not. If Perſons might claim 
2 Judgment of private Diſcretion in chooſing 4 


Religion for themſelves before they could bg 


Chriſtians, they cannot be debard from the ſame 


Privilege, in forming a judgment 'concertiing thy 


ge. Matte rs reveal'd in that Aizen... 


. Axorn ER Reaſon, why this end d « wk 


Account of Chriſtian Mortbineſi, is, That without 4 


it the Purity of Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip caty 
never be maintain d in the World. We may take 
it for granted, the Bleſſed Jeſus, the adored Aus 


thor of our Religion, in whom (or which) were bi 
all the Treaſures of W:ſdow: and Knowledge; Col. ii. 


. has therein n ſome cffcAuial aro! 
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to n or purge his perfect Inſtitution front 
Corruptions. There is, I believe, no other com- 
ceivable way of attaining this End, but either by. 
authorizing one, or more, to bind their Deter- 
minations upon the Conſciences of others as in- 
fallible as themſelves; or leaving all to free and 
impartial Inquixies after Truth from Seripture, 
without being accountable to any; beſide God, 
in Matters which relate merely to his Favour, 
and to Salvation. The former Method has been 
tried too long, to the bringing Errors into the 


Church, the driving Chriſtianity out of ſome Na- 


tions, and Proteſtantiſm out of others, by mere, 


-unaccquntable Authority. The latter has been tried. 
too little: but whatever Good there is in the 


World, or Church, i is the Fruit of it; particularly 
the Reformation, I am perſuaded, were this worthy: 
Spirit indulg d in its full Latitude, it would ſoon 
bring the Reformation to a much greater Per- 
fection ; nor would any Errors, which might oc- 


caſionally ariſe, long ſtand the Teſt of Seriptural 


Inquiries : and they could not grow very for- 
midable, unleſs they have the Countenance of 


ſome Authority. They, who contend for the 
former Method, had need produce their Com- 
miſſion, and a very plain one, and try how they 
enn juſtify the Reformation, and Nonconforr 


mity, upon. thoſe ſlaviſh Princ iples. They, who!” 
plead for the latter, can ſhew their Charter for 
the Liberty they claim: : Rom. xiv; 5. Let every; 
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Chutch of Rome is aware, ſhould ſhe altow che 


Seriptures to be read in a way of private judg- 


ment, the People would ſoon grow too wiſe to 


remiip in her Communion ; and therefore they, 


are expreſly taught to refolve their Faith into 
the Church's'Decifions : But methinks Prozeſtantly | 

who are not aware of ſomething among them 
which won't bear the Scripture” Teſt, need be 
apprehenſive of no Danger from allowing this 
Liberty in its full Extent. It ſeems plain to me, 
that wherever any Men, or Body of Men, Ec- 
cleſiaſtical or Civil, maintain, or act as if they 
did maintain, a Claim unaccountable to Reaſon 

and Scripture of interpreting the Bible in an au- 


thoritative Way, and impoſing” ſuch Interpreta- 


tions upon others as a Standard of Truth, or 


a Teſt of Orrhodoxy, the Spirit of \Popery ſo far 


remains among them, though it pals under the- 


have unwarily quitted the only ſure Ground, n 


which they can defend the Reformation. I 


private Chriſtians are not at Liberty, and h p 


lig d to conſult their Bibles for themſelves, and! 


follow the Reſult of their own free Inquiries: 


why ſhould Proteſtants delude them, with put- 


ting ſuch a Book into their Hands, which wil! 
olten bring them into the unhappy) Dilenwana d 


ſeeing © themſelves oblig d by tw].˙ incanſ ien 5 
which:!ever. way! 


Rules, and being condemm d. which 
they” act 5. LIE: branch Ing: the Sorten . 


| all. We > of "I * 5 

I Judgment they can make; appents to be the 
II Miihd of Crit, chey are furs to be condemned 

By him for Hypbcriſy to Nen, and Dift6yatry 
** himſelf. And if they are under real Obliga- 
tions to comply With Humate Authority; xffey 
| - Wight juſtly be condemt' d for hot being Papiſts 
EK Ut Rome, and Priveſiiints at Geutun ] for not: uſing 
| @'-Liturgy and Ceremonies in England, and for 
uſing them in $0:/and And Chriſt muſt be ob- 
lig d to ratify the: Sentence of hig Vicegerents, 
Whatever Onſdience ſaid in the Caſe. Np 
A Church; which pretends not to be. infallible, neetl 


ate Land, thatiit wat diſcoydtenanced by 
ein "every Where, 2und/wastgocdfirce' a Paſſagg 
ine Sen ces ef Men hir C Dwn intriaſic 
licence; Beamy, and Gountis; which was 
e ne oerl Oænturies . Nor can 1 
doe it will prevail hab, till this Fringi- 
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26 
ple of Liberty Liberty he better underſtood; and mah 
vloſely. parſped-.; If all Perſons are: obig d 5 
propagate hat they eſteem Truth, and cpo 
hat they call Error, with Forte, or au ier 
Method than Argument, and explaitiog - dark 
Seriprures by plain ones; it follows, that he 
who is in an Error, which he muſt needs acedunt 
Truth till better vonvinc'd, is oblig d, by this 
Rule, to promote that Etror at any Rate, and 
perſecute real Truth: and tis eaſy to ãmagiu 
(as the Caſe now ſtands) that Truth would 
ſufler moſt, upon theſe: Principles, | ns; 
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this: Scriptural Account: of / Mnrrnels is, that 
without. ſuch! a Spitit 2 Ferſon cannot be 3 che 
HBeliever. 1, know tis become. a; auſeful Strata- 
gem in Eecleſinſtical P glicy, co compliment thole | 
las worthy,  whoſe-Retigjon turns-ppon:an implicit 
Faith, and gives heir” Impaſers pg. Diſturbance. 
But tis certain, whoever owe, their. Perlyations 
-abdur Religion more — implicit 
Faich, than td lay» Aeqy; Awith their 
\Bibles; and are-of a Spiri biet enough $0 he 
| kent Yew; po 85 Dr Country | 
they live in; though theꝝ arc Gree he D 
among the Orthodbx, whether they liven! Tür-. 
? key, or England; None zor, (ewe ονντ f 
cannot well number Ahemſelxen among che Faik - 
EE 14 nay wan 6 
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Faith in Gov, To their blind Submiſſion to 
Men, and: is finally refoly'd her into Divine bur 
Mamane Authority. I date net Warrant ſuch a 
Profeſſion acceptable in any, at àny time, xk 
any where, after a fair Propoſal of better Means 
of Convition i becauſe they believe more upon 
Humane Authority, than upon Scriptural Evi- 
dence, Which! latter is the very Ground of 'D# 
vine Faith/ And if they are inflexible in what 
they dare nor bring to the Teſt of God's:Wordz 
tho" they. happen co be in che right, they 6we 


it bo their Ihoogitancy, and the irrational Obſti- 


ney of their Temper. I am not in the leaſt 


doubtſul, but 2 Ferſon is juſtiſiable as long 45 
fincere, in [adhering to Principles inſtild into 


with ſome Reaſons 3 I mean; before he had an) 


Neaſon to be apprehenſive that che gontrary:Pety 


ſuaſton Was, or might be attended with mara 
but if aſter that he declines; Enquiry for feat 
of Conviction ar hardens bimſelf to reſiſt Evir 


dience, as it gains upon him, he needs a bets 
ter Advocate; than I am, to indicate his Sin- 


cotity. Nor indeed can Impoſition, or Perſegur = 
tion alter Mens Opinions, or Faich; and gon 


ſequently it cannot alter their Proßsffon, wish 
aur their proving 


oving inſincere: James i. 20 The 
Muh . May: uur let i not be Righteouſueſs. f 
ren bas 4 it b ami 20. 5011 
mam 7 1 bi eto 
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„V. I Ante make; ſome: infereaces jj, which) 
think» fairly; .deducible from what I. 3 wa 
Vane Oui tPartiularly + at 292 23236 104.05 Yont 
20169516, * 50 19 10 071 1 1 rt K 19 E 2. 17 NR 
90 Au 4 Tas Doctrine not only: licences; but 
obtiges, Chriſtians, in all contrqvented Points, aq- 
form: the beſt udgment they: can from theig 
Bibles, in away: of: private Judgment. We net 
only may, but ſhouid, as wechave Capacities, 
aud Opportunities examine into the Groutrs, f 
aur Aſſent to what we receiv:dofinkt; as we dig 
Hur! Language, from others zu and; hring eve 
Perſuaſion, whichiwve oweto Memory and no 
Judgment and Faith, to the Feſthof Scriptures 
froni us by any, avhO are vain dnoügh to think 
cheinſelves fr, 40 preſcribe ie rr -ConſcicnceN | 
Iaured we ate hot to commence mere. Septict i 
Religion, or heſſtate in Matters which: we find 
legible to our own Eyes in ſacred Mrit; which 
we 6ught not to be wrangled our of: by an 8 
— Sophiltry whatever; bat ſiſense the Contradies Fi 
rio ef pert Reaſo'agaiaſt the Truth of «Brig I 
poſition plainly! teveal'd; tho? we, ate not wills 
eflough to tell How theſe” Things van be, 2 Tim! 
ue 201d fate "Fern ef Bund Ware, which 
bo Ha bea G me: But then if we would 


* 
not be d 8 
be impos d upon, and have our F 
over-rul'd by :Preſcription , we muſt not hold : 
0 oy mere hunfans Forms with the fame 8 
„ Sifinels ; | 
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Aurient or Modem Cuffſſums, the Dererminas 
Eins of Councile and. ¶ cmi lier may be as ſafely des 
pended upon as the Scriptures, why are they 
not, in Gos Name, bound up with our Biller, 
that we may know. when our Rule of Faith is 
compleat? The Difference between the Scrip- 
dures, and humane Explications is this: Our 
Bibles only revcal to us that ſuch Articles of 
Euith are true; but Dittators in Divinity arbitra- 
ily: determine for others in what preciſe Senſs 
they are ſo, cho God has fever reveal'd it, ad 
tien herericare all WhO will not ſubſeribe with 
the ſame Aſſuranbe to their Explieations, as to 
the Bible; tho chey can ever ſo plainly, in 
ſome Caſes; diſcern the! Inconfiſtency. Me 
_ ſhould learn froni'this Doctrine t&'underſtand our 
\ Chriſtian: Eiberty better than to yield to ſuch? 

_ manifeſt Inuafon of Chrilt's Tole"Prerogative; to 
the undermining the Foundation" on wiel 
hriſtian Religion, the Reformation, and Non 
© Eetiforiniry? Hind] tho it were 00 Rave cur Res 
Putation, ot Eſtates, or eve our Lives, if ay 
mduld be WIbked ctiough to tale them flom ug 
Upon ſuch Weak Pretences The cy Principle 
upon which the Ae lues tobldk juſtify theriſetved , 
| in e and ir Cohyerts' ir receiving 4 
| Region F colitrar 5 thoſe” eſlablimed among 
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eiple, is an — \AdVwiee: edwards Hoang 
and a manifeſt Retreat from the 'avow'd Prins 
ciples of Nwicorformity. 1 ſhall therefore incul- 
cate that Advice, Gal. 5. 1. Hand faſt in the Tis 
| berty wbereuith) Chriſt bath mie yu free. > Whine 
was intail'd upon ùs by ſo indear'd/a BenefaQorg 
mould be aceounted valuable for his Sake, and be 
the laſt thing we parted with. The moſt illi“ 


terate have as much. Liberty to judge for theme 


ſelves, as the moſt, profound Scholars; 
Capacities they have, they ſhall he 
judged according to them, and not by the At- 
tainments of others. Chriſt has left his written 
Word open to the petuſal of all his Diſciples, 
and oblig d them, in the uſe; of Miniſterial and 
other occaſional Helps, to underſtand it as: wen 
as they can, and practiſe according}y; with in: 
violable. Integrity. And, I am, ſute, no Ce 
Inpoſers. upon Earth, will be able to hear us ons | 
at che Day of Judgment; in tpanſſating gur Faith 
and Obedience, f. om, Chyilt 10 f 2 
think ſevere, enough to cruſh. us, if s dg ng: 
or. . Part, Tre temple. e e 
erſtanding ; ce f 
of fallible Men, becauſe G 
the Scriptures for m viel; and wi 
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mediate regard. 29 Chriſt's 
am, Perſnadded que of the moſt ſucceſsful Strata: 
85m the Devil has uſed to hinder the — 
A corrupt. che Simplicity, of the Goſpel, has 
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ding to the Poctrines and Laws I myſelf appre>: 
hend to be reveal d in Scripture. But, however, 
. this Liberty muſt be us d With much Modeſty, 


a humble Jealeuſy of our own Undeęrſtandings, 


and a ſuſpended Judgment till we are Maſters: of, 


the Evidence: on both Sidgs; with fervent 


Rrayer for divine) Aſſiſtance, and a charitable. 
Temper to thoſe vue differ from us, who may: 


be: more worthy than ourſelves; while yet our 


own. Temper and Conduct may be ſuch, as miay. 


ſatisſy us that Gd will not condemn us, Gal. 5. 


13. ; Brethren, % have bern called Ley; ouly uuſe 
„ eee calm i ll. on 10 mig!9 
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4 T 18, Doching ſhould prevent Chriſtians 
from. impoſing their, Sentiments;upon each other. 


Nis paſſible a Man may be a Lover af 'Gop 
and Truth, chat is Hartig, and yet under a Mi⸗ 
ſtake: and therefore, tis a Temper very un- 


for; their cloſe; purfjur of Truch, and their im- 


by tempring.. Men to pur Truth upon rhe 
of Authoxiry ; ſo chat chey wele always 


» 
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Revelation. of it. 1 


friendly. to Mankind,” as well as alien from tha 
Genius. of Ohriſtiauity, do dear hard upon any £ 


inthe right, who cauld by any Means of Flat: 
erh or Tens, * 1 Numbers 


1 


Ars their Deciſions in Content; nay * 
to call in the Magiſtrate to ſilence, or the Aub te 


inſult thoſe, H lad moſt to ſay for themſelves” + 
How much ſoever this Spirit Obtaind in the 


darker Agés, methinls Men of Senſe and Tem- 
per ſhould now grow Weary, and'aſtiam'd of ſuel 
Methods as diſgrace a good Caniſe, and can Be 


needed only by ra had one; and diſmiſs them, be? 


fore the Rabbie 2rd: wiſe enough ro-deſpiſethemy 
_apdthink meanly af Perlons who pretend hot to, 

be iafallible, and yet will trample upon pon any wh 
Will hot on kile in being in thie right. Indeed the 
Claim of the Roman Church to) Infall ibility ig 
weak enough, as well as arrogant; but the Claim 
_ of iProreſtants 20 im poſe their Sentiments, is ma- 
niteftty - ſenſeleſs; becauſe” ine cuſiſtent with theft 
profeſſed Renunbiation of alf Agens to Infalli- 


A. 16. Do-Calamy . underRobd® the: Principles 


ol the Proteftanti Diſſeriters;/ Ie Mils us in His 
Attount oÞtthets, That In theit Afﬀemblies! 
- Yowichour drocerich to any Arg, they give 
Ertheir:Judgmene inf ſueh e come bes 
E fore chem, Et fte refer vo ehen We. "Pig 
Fity auy ir eheſd Parts ed egi Mike ups 
. or Fire the lea ntntcndne £64 Spit Of Lin 

fition}- When Harp of onrivery di 
inthe Bltabutthnent gro Wesch f it, and: 
eee eee "Have wade or 5 
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they Ae mbeady bias d or ealtflinkir ing) to 
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a; 33 J . 
badisten As, a; „ Rebel; .and -wondex 
With what Face they can claim an lndulgenee 
= own Sentiments, from, the. Powers of this 

geld, who ate for requiring a Subſcription to 
unſcriptutal Words, of their Brethren, under 


| Fenalics. There, is a Canon, in force. againſt 
n urging our own. Apprehenſl ons upon others a8 
en Teſts .of Friendly, or Chriſtian Communion 3 
be 1 14. i. Him that is weak, in the . Faith re- 
= ff trive e Je but not to doubtful Diſputations. Me- 
my * every Proteſtant ſhould tremble to join 
to mp poſin ſuch. Teſts upon others, under the 
h are e loüng their Uſefulneſs, Reputation, 


| and latereſt; ; ch neceſſarily gains Hypocrites 
to their Party, and can bear hard only upon 
thoſe worthy Perſons, who prefer Conſeience to 
al temporal Conſiderations, This hath: been 2 - 
uſual Means of filling the Churches with Prevart= 
 Eators, and Priſons wich the Sincere. And tho, 
bleſſed be 80 D/ the Spirit of Bigorry be now. 
difarm'd of the e gran nd civil Terrors, yet tis plain, 
whoevet is gain'd by the leſſer Arts of Perſecu- 
tion, merely to Prevent Diſgrace or ill Uſage, 
mult, from that Inſtant, commence. Hypocrites 
tho! he may paſs for. a new Convert. I would, in; 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, ask Perſons who approve, 
ſuch Methods this Queſtion : whether if 1 ſhould 
ſay. to them plainly, © If 1 humour you, 1 muſt” 
* ſin againſt Conſciende; but, however, ratios. 
than ruin myſelf, I will comply :” they would, "A 
not have more reaſon 1 to ont ing! for this, than 
27 5 . 5 E for 


for erg chelt Rötbent . If they" allow 
they muſt on tis two great à Fetch of Ed 
faſtical Policy; to lay me under fach a Tenpta: 
tion, hen, unleſs: they! convince ny Arche 
by ptoper Arguments, they can oply gain te 

their Party by firſt debauching my Cane 
Beſides, I 1 wead ask any who inſiſt” u poh 4 * | 
 ſeriprion, or Dec larition of abſtruſe Pikes in in Hix⸗ 
mane Words, as 4 Term of a "Man's, Minds 
oro 


or chriſtian: Communion : Wherhit the F 
Words they impoſe, or expect makes t the Kate | 
ef Faith plainer than the Sci ture, ot not? 5 
the Seripture ſpeaks full as plain, why, T wander, 
mould not a Declaration in theſe ſeriptural Wotds | 
cure 'their Jealouſy; fince the Declaxer profeſſes 

as much as they do? If no Words in Scrip ge 
make the Matter ſo plain, how came they, 

ſo confident” where the Scriptute is Tien 3 
what new Revelation legitimates their mal 
the” Matter "plainer than the Holy pl. 85 | 
done ꝰ Eiche 1 the Holy Gholt fpoke as plain as 
he tontd, or as plain as Godthoiight proper for 
a Rule to the Churches. If he ſpake as plain * as 
he could, they are no plaufible Contenders for 
is Divinity (Which, 4 8 believe, is generally ic 
khowiedgd among Chriſtians) wha: e chey 
can ſpeak plainer. If he ſpake only as plain nas. 
God thought proper, they certainly. eck his, 
. WhO pretend to make the Matter 
_ plaiger, and urge it upon Ns s Conſciences. I 
1 , this "pacific Piethöd- 1 Bot: 


RY 


| : 5 . 1. 
Would introduce Aria and Sochnians into the 
Ohurch. TLanſwer, They may modeſily make as 
bold with humane Words, as with thoſe of the 
Noely Ghoſt j and he that can miſunderſtand his 
Bible,” or prevaricate, may ax eaſily miſunder$ 
ſtand 2 Creed,” or conceal his on Senſe under 
other Men's Words; eſpecially if he be dextrous 
in Interpretations. Yea, he may think in this 
Caſe, he has a greater Liberty to impoſe upon 
his ttip6lers. But whatever Perſons this Method 
would introduee, the contrary would certainly 
rtoduce e Which are worſe than 
either. If any fay Papiſi will ſubſcribe the 
Bible, I aby they will ſubſcribe it as its own 
Eerpretet, or any other way than as their 
Church has interpreted it; wllieh may, or may 
not be the Senſe of Seripture: and 1 think wh. 
ever ſubſeribes it, as interpreted by au/ Man; or 
Body of Men, does not properly ſubſeribe the 
_ "Scripture, but that Interpretation, which is by 
theſe Means, in effect, become his Bible. If 
any Object, That every Miniſter makes a Teſt, 
when he demands à Confeſſion of Faith at Bap- 
tim: 1 anſwer, That they only who ürge a 
large Scroll of diſputable e are concern do 
Laufer it, ot tale the Hint to 
ice they! cannot” defend. Tee 
bock upon private Men's urging n3 
Teſt upon Proteftants,' as no better than Beth 
des ancrher; Goſpel. upon us, under 2 Perisds 75 
. ee 1 : 
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d A Sehnen W bach a Claim: 84 
ay fallible Miniſters upon Earth, appears to me. 


tian Church; and therefore I hope thoſe worthy: 


vill bear with me, if I proteſt; againſt any ſuch! 
Compliance, till better won ned * its -Lawhit;: 


95 nt Doctrine mould Seats Chriſtians 


concerning each other, on the Account gf diſ: 


the botany with Natter of Reproach againſt 


Bity . Ra becomes eſpecially to cultivate 


not fairly, be (concluded by, thoſe Aus 
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a betraying the Fundamental Right of the Chi: 
Ln > Perſons who differ: from: me in this Sentiment 
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— paſſing xaſh; and uncharitable Judgment 


eggs an 


ferent Sentiments in Religion. No doubt there are 
Ferſons worthy, in a Goſpel Senſe, on both Sides, 
in ur Proteſtant Controverſies. 18 7 hat Man muſt 
have an unexercis d Head, or an uncharitable | 
Heart, who! ſuggeſts. the contrary; ſince. they: - 
ho have done more than dip into a!Controverr; - 
{y,; to learn the Sbibboleth of a Party, and furniſu 


Mhexs, whoſe Heads and Hearts are as well 

nurn dias their pwn,; though they find; Argument 

enough on one 3 determine their Judgment, 

find enough on the * - to conſtrain. their Ca- 
1 


85 Chavity to the urmoſt, who haye lately varied tir 
Keytiments; linge,their Spifits muſt; have taken a 
baſe Turn indeed, when'they imagine good Me 


r high, formerly . appens'd [conclufive.td* 
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AN. 5 | N 57 1 3 
11 Bigota, Whey. 7 
"ee. they date heat, and conſider all the, c - 
| x0 minded have to ſay from Scłripture; before. 
they paſs Sentence on them, and purſue them 
with the modiſh Penalty of Defamation? Have 
you, by examining the Scriptures impartially on 
hoth ſides, found the ſeeming Evidence run ſo * 
intirely on one, that nothing but wilful Obſti⸗ N 
hacy can reſiſt it? Dare you pronounce that 
none of thoſe; you ſo magifſterially' condemn,, — ' 
have examined the Senſe. of . Scripture as cloſely-, 
and impartially, and pray/d as feryently for the 28 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, as you have done? 
That none of them live as well, and ſhew.. as 
much Tenderneſs concerning Truth and Duty, — 
Error, and Sin, as you, de? I would hope it 1 
might contribute ſomething to reſtrain or ſtop il 
the Growth of this Epidemical: Vice, barely to 
read the Apoſtle's Challenge to ſuch as invade 
their common Maſter's Province, Rom. xiv. 4. 
Ab art ro that - judgeſt another Man's Servant . 
To his own Maſter he ſlander. N falleth. The 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes him weak and- erroneous, and 
yet. defies any Man to judge him, meerly becauſe 
angther's Servant, accountable to Chriſt alone in fi 
hoſe Marrers. Upon the whole, I am perſua- _ - 
ded, they 'who Endhavojir th eſtzbliſh their No: 
tions upon the Ruins of other Men's Sincerity or 1 1 vo 
Reputationz- and their awn Charity, can never, 
ſuppoſing them in the right, make amends i 
ors 27 * N do 1 a 7 anne, 4 "#8, 
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